Distribution Manager

Foster and Partners use SER eDM Distribution Management in a fundamentally standard way, however there are certain extensions to permit more flexible operation.

For information on the standard Distribution Manager options please refer to the SER eDM Level 7 Distribution Manager User Guide.

This supplement details the extensions included for Foster and Partners and the effect they have on working practice.

Creating Lists

To improve the mechanism for adding comments onto Transmittals, the F&P configured level 5 capability for adding comments to transmittals at the Create Copy Request stage has been migrated earlier in the process to the Create List stage.  The final column in the Create List table gadget in the ‘Comments’ field.  Add the appropriate comment for the recipient into the ‘Comments’ column.  By adding comments at this stage, only a single entry per recipient needs updating, rather than one entry per drawing per recipient as was the case at the Create Request stage in the previous version.  At level 7, Comments are also listed in the gadget at the Create Copy Request stage for reference but cannot be edited.

To assign an entered comment to all recipients in a List,. Right click over the Comments text you typed for a recipent and select ‘Yes’ to the ‘Duplicate Comments’ question:
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The text will be copied to all list entries; you may then make additional changes to specific recipients’ comments entries if required.  Note that the Comments entry must be unselected on right-clicking the entry; if it was marked a standard Windows dialog with several greyed entries and ‘Select All’ will be displayed – if this is the case left click another entry in the displayed gadget then right click the appropriate comments entry again.

Creating Lists - List Media

Two new media have been added into eDM Level 7 standard media types and will be available across all projects.  These are:

· eDM_Send

· eDM_Publish

eDM_Send causes the images contained within a Copy Request to be output to the ‘send’ directory for that project under the top-level project directory on the lons2006 server.  These files may then be used for input input into another eDM vault (of the same class) or may be used for data exchange between different systems (eg Hummingbird, Build Online etc).  The standard format of this interchange is defined in a separate document.  When Sending information, ‘.plt’ files will always have priority over other renditions within the vault.  Transmittal slips etc will be produced in the normal way.

EDM_Publish writes the Copy request images to a publish directory under the top-level project directory on the lons2006 server.  Each published set contains not only the images, but also eDM-Web search forms such that the images may be viewed off-line, with minimal system requirements other than an IE browser and suitable viewers for the data.  Such published sets may be burnt to CD for on-site use or for release to clients for review etc.  Again, full distribution slips and auditing capabilities will be performed.

Editing Pending Transmittals

Requests that have been created but not submitted can be edited, for example to include additional late entries or to specify older revisions for distribution (revision-level information can only be specified against a transmittals, not packages).  To invoke this option use the Distribution->Reports->Requests not Submitted option, locate the required request and select the ‘Edit’ button.

Note that where only a few revisions need changing to older versions on a request, these changes may be made directly into the displayed table gadget  upon initial creation of the copy request.  Simply add the required revision number to the entry before the ‘@@’ characters:

Eg. SK101@@V_V1_1

       SK101_02@@V_V1_1

Note that eDM will check that the resulting entry designates a valid eDM drawing revision before it will allow you to continue.

Reports from transmittals

To create an ad-hoc report on transmittals, simply perform a search that returns the required result set, select ‘New search’, check the attributes that the report needs to include and select the ‘Report’ button.  Select ‘Yes’ to the ‘Word Reports’ for Word-formatted output.  Note that the ‘Report’ button is not available within the Requests-Not Submitted.report.

Level 7 includes additional formatting controls to permit the most appropriate combination of paper size/orientation to be specified:
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eDM will setup the pages in Word such that subsequent printer output will be formatted according to these switches.

Project specific Distribution Optoion

The Project specific configuration switches include several that apply to Distribution.  These switched require Administration access and may be found under the ‘Project->Configure’ option in the Projects Manager window.  To set project specific switched, enter the Projects Manager option and mark the project entry to be configured.  Select Project->Configure.  The following form will be displayed:
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German Project:  Select this switch to produce German format transmittal slips.

Reichstag  Transmittal Ordering: Select this switch to order transmittal output by package/sheet

Use registered papersize on transmittals: Select this switch to cause eDM to default output paper size (as included on transmittals against the Paper/Media column) to the values entered against the respective drawings on registration into the system.

Hummingbird Project: Select this switch to cause eDM to include an extra dialog on transmittal production when using the eDM_Send media (to transfer a package of information to Hummingbird).  The extra dialog will prompt for the Hummingbird status for the job (A, B or C) and will include this in the header section of the transfer ‘.stf’ file for the distribution.

